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EXTRACT FROM THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL 
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT, FEBRUARY 12, 1914. 

The Georgia Historical Society was incorporated by act 
of the General Assembly of Georgia approved December 19, 
1839, and amended October 25, 1870. Its first Annual Meet- 
ing was held on Georgia Day, February 12, 1840. The list of 
its charter members contains many names of the men of that 
day whose memory we delight to honor. It is headed by John 
McPherson Berrien, our first President, probably the most dis- 
tinguished lawyer who ever practiced at the bar of Georgia, 
United States Senator, Attorney General in Andrew Jackson's 
Cabinet; and next is James M. Wayne, our first Vice Presi- 
dent, Judge of the Superior Court, Member of Congress, and 
for thirty-two years a Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

We now celebrate the passage of the third quarter century 
of its existence. When the first of these three periods expired 
the country was engaged in the throes of the Civil War, and 
while most of the members were then so busily engaged in the 
making of history that they could devote to its preservation 
neither time nor thought, it is worthy of note that those whose 
duties or disabilities kept them from going to the front con- 
tinued to maintain the organization and to hold regular meet- 
ings through those four trying years; but there was no cele- 
bration of the twenty-fifth anniversary in 1864. 

Not even did the trying days of reconstruction suppress 
the zeal of the then members. In 1873 just at the end of this 
period which had so tried men's souls and thrown the State 
into almost hopeless poverty, the publication of the "Collec- 
tions of the Georgia Historical Society" was resumed after a 
lapse of twenty-five years by the issue of Volume III in 1873. 
"A sketch of the Creek Country in 1798 and 1799, by Ben- 
jamin Hawkins," had been published in 1848 as Volume III, 
Part 1, and I am unable at this date to explain why this desig- 
nation was ignored in the publication of the other Volume III 
in 1873, containing Letters of General James Oglethorpe to the 
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Trustees of the Colony, 1735-1744, Letters of Governor Sir 
James Wright to his chiefs in England, and two addresses de- 
livered before the Society. 

In 1889, when your Society had reached the age of 50 
years, the occasion was appropriately celebrated, and a full 
account of this celebration has been transmitted to all mem- 
bers as an appendix to the programme of the present occasion. 

It would be inappropriate to this report to now recount the 
history of the Society for the seventy-five years which have 
elapsed. It has been given from time to time in former re- 
ports and in the Collections of the Society heretofore issued. 
Suffice it to say here that for the full seventy-five years it has 
been a living active body, with no period of suspended anima- 
tion, with no need of reorganization or revival. We still have 
the recorded minutes of all its meetings and transactions from 
the beginning. Clearly it is the oldest Historical Society in the 
South and one of the oldest in the Union. 

What are the notable events of our three periods? The 
first quarter century covered the foundation and organization 
of the Society, the Second, the foundation and organization of 
the Telfair Academy of Arts and Sciences. What of the 
third? Have we proved worthy successors of our predeces- 
sors ? While we have had our days of prosperity and our days 
of struggle for existence, yet there are three noteworthy 
achievements which we can recall with pride and satisfaction. 
The first is that we have more than sustained the pace set by 
our predecessors in the publication of our "Collections;" the 
second is our material and potent part in giving to Savannah 
the Public Library which she has so long needed; and the 
third is the continued improvement of the Telfair Academy 
(which twenty-five years ago was but in its infancy) and its 
establishment as a Museum of Arts whose excellence is uni- 
versally recognized. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The Librarian has compiled a bibliography of the Society's 
publications, containing not only the series designated as Col- 
lections of the Georgia Historical Society, but also other books, 
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addresses, etc., published by it or under its auspices. During 
its first quarter century, from 1839 to 1864, there were pub- 
lished three volumes of its Collections ; during the second quar- 
ter century, 1864 to 1889, Volumes III and IV appeared ; dur- 
ing the quarter century now closing there have appeared Vol- 
ume V, Part 1, (1901), Volume V, Part 2 (1902), Volume VI 
(1904), Volume VII, Part 1 (1909), Volume VII, Part 2 
(1911), Volume VII, Part 3 (1913), and Volume VIII (1913). 
Each of these parts is itself a separate and complete publica- 
tion. In the first quarter century the Society issued three pub- 
lications, in the second quarter century but two, and in the third 
quarter century seven. The later period in our history shows 
a greater activity in the preservation and dissemination of the 
history of Georgia than does the entire half century of the 
earlier period. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

While the Georgia Historical Society has always been 
limited in the extent of its activities by the want of funds, and 
while this want has been accentuated and increased by the 
fact that during about one-third of its existence the people of 
our State were suffering from the losses and the arrest of prog- 
ress due directly and indirectly to our Civil War, yet its work 
will compare favorably, not only with the work of similar so- 
cieties in the South, but with the work of many historical so- 
cieties in the older and more prosperous states. Most of its 
accomplishments have been strictly within the line of its duty 
and the objects prescribed by its charter; but the last quarter 
century of its life has been distinguished by a foundation out- 
side of the field of its activities as a historical society pure and 
simple, but of great benefit to the community in which it is 
domiciled. 

The first meeting for organization of the Georgia Histori- 
cal Society in 1839 was held in the rooms of the Savannah 
Library Society, whose object is sufficiently indicated by its 
name. The general activities of these two societies for many 
years, the close association between them, and the ultimate 
merger of the two are fully set forth in an interesting address 
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by Dr. Richard D. Arnold delivered before the Society on July 
24, 1871, and printed in Volume III of its Collections. The ab- 
sorption of the Library Society accounts for the fact that our 
own organization, founded for purely historical purposes, col- 
lected in its library not only works bearing on historical sub- 
jects, but also books suitable for a circulating library. For a 
number of years the gathering and publishing of historical 
material was secondary to its principal work of maintaining a 
circulating library, and when it had several hundred members 
the great inducement was ability to obtain for a small annual 
fee the privilege of a library — a privilege not open to them 
through any other organization or through any public institu- 
tion. 

The dual nature of the Society under its former organiza- 
tion is well indicated by the fact that Dr. Arnold's sketch is 
addressed to "Gentlemen of the Georgia Historical and Savan- 
nah Library Societies, now consolidated as the Georgia Histori- 
cal Society." Dr. Arnold, for many years one of our most dis- 
tinguished citizens, a ripe scholar of great culture, was him- 
self a founder of our Society and was old enough to remember 
the beginnings of the Savannah Library Society, which was or- 
ganized on January 8, 1809. It is interesting to observe that 
among the founders of this older organization were John Mc- 
Pherson Berrien the first President, James M. Wayne the 
first Vice President, of the Georgia Historical Society, and 
Alexander Telfair, the brother of Mary Telfair and of Mar- 
garet Telfair Hodgson, to whose wise and thoughtful gener- 
osity we are indebted for the Telfair Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and for Hodgson Hall. 

It is a pleasure to remind you that this valuable 
municipal utility has been built up under the executive admin- 
istration of two of the officers of this Society who have been 
successively Chairman of the Public Library, Mr. Baldwin 
your First Vice President, and Mr. Otis Ashmore your cor- 
responding Secretary. 

The public press reports that our Mayor has procured 
from Mr. Carnegie a promise of $75,000 for the erection of a 
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Public Library building. While the sum is inadequate and 
must be increased, and while there is a decided sentiment 
among many citizens that the funds for the library building 
should come from other sources, yet from our standpoint this 
information must be received with pleasure and satisfaction. 
We need our building. We have shown public spirit and gen- 
erosity to an extent greater than could be expected of us. The 
Public Library is now necessarily a permanent institution. No 
city administration would dare abandon it, and we have done 
a great work in promoting it. Let a suitable public library 
building be erected with all practicable speed and let the Geor- 
gia Historical Society resume its own, and return to its digni- 
fied home, surrounded by its own volumes and encouraged by 
its traditions to proceed with the good work for which it was 
founded, mindful always of its avowed "purpose of collecting, 
preserving and diffusing information relating to the history of 
the State in particular and of American history generally." 

The contract with the city provides that on its termina- 
tion the city shall deliver to the Society all the books turned 
over by it to the Public Library "as well as those bought to 
add to the same." Among these are works of current fiction and 
others not necessary to the completeness of the library of a 
purely historical body, and I have no doubt when the new 
building is completed, the Society will meet the Mayor and 
Aldermen in a spirit of equity and generosity, and will be will- 
ing, if the city shall return to the Society its building in first- 
class condition and as well suited in its interior arrangements to 
our purposes as it was when surrendered, to make liberal con- 
cessions. 



